Date:
To: The Honorable Members of the Los Angeles City Council

The City of Los Angeles Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) is writing to share our
support for the Downtown Women’s Action Coalition (DWAC) and to raise awareness of their
recently released Women’s Needs Assessment report - Pathways to Homelessness: A Pipeline
by Design

This report, which was presented at a recent CSW meeting, provides an urgent
community-based description of the experiences of unhoused and low-income women and
gender-diverse individuals in Skid Row. By centering direct lived experiences, DWAC'’s report
provides crucial insights about this specific population that administrative statistics or
county-wide reports may overlook.

In response to the presentation, CSW established a Women of Skid Row Ad Hoc Committee to
continue engaging with DWAC, understand the unique needs of these women, help elevate the
report’s findings, and support efforts to address the needs identified by the community.

As part of that effort, we would like to share DWAC’s Pathways to Homelessness: A Pipeline by
Design with your office for your review and consideration for presentation at an upcoming
meeting. We hope the report serves as a helpful resource, contributes to continued dialogue
with the Skid Row women and community members whose experiences informed its findings,
and leads to real policies that specifically address the needs of the women on Skid Row.

Please see the QR code below for a link to the DWAC’s research.
Thank you for your continued service to the women and communities of Los Angeles.
Sincerely,

The Commission on the Status of Women
City of Los Angeles
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