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1. CALL TO ORDER
Commission President Tracy D. Gray called the meeting to order at 10:03 AM. Commissioners
Lucig Danielian, Erma Bernard-Gibson, Simona Grace, and Ana Karen Estrada were in
attendance.

Commissioner Katherine Yeom was absent. Commissioner Rose arrived at 10:15 AM.

Also in attendance were Claudia Luna, Assistant General Manager, LACR; Nicole Gougis, City
Attorney; Chloe Coventry, Management Assistant, LACR; and Liliana Villa, Human Relations
Advocate, LACR.

A quorum was established and the meeting proceeded.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
The public comment period was opened. There were no speakers to address the Commission.
Therefore, public comment was closed.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The Commission reviewed the minutes of the March 21 Regular Meeting. Commissioner
Bernard-Gibson moved to approve the January 17th Regular Meeting Minutes. Commissioner
Grace seconded the motion, and the vote proceeded as follows:

Moved: Bernard-Gibson
Seconded: Grace

Ayes: Danielian, Gray
Nays:

Abstain: Estrada
Absent: Yeom, Rose
Vote: 4-0

The motion passed and the minutes were approved.
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PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS

a. Representative Kristen Clouthier of Maine gave a presentation via Zoom, in which she
discussed the process of successfully shepherding her menopause bill through the
Maine House of Representatives. Bill ME LD1079 directs the Maine Department of
Health and Human Services to enter into partnerships with health care providers,
hospitals, and community-based health care programs to create informational materials
to educate menstruating persons on the symptoms and issues surrounding
perimenopause and menopause.

The Representative discussed how having the actress Halle Berry as a spokesperson
for the bill raised awareness and lessened the stigma around talking about menopause—
one of the first steps to changing a culture of silence surrounding an issue that affects or
will affect fifty percent of the population. The Commissioners asked whether there was
pushback on the bill from male colleagues, which there was not. Commissioner Estrada
asked about the metrics for assessing the bill's efficacy, which the Representative
indicated was in the volume of materials delivered.

In sum, its strategically focused ambit and low budgetary request (ten-thousand dollars)
were instrumental in getting this historic legislation passed.

b. Vicky Arenas from the Downtown Women’s Center (DWC) presented an overview of the
organization’s work and current challenges. DWC is the only provider in Los Angeles
solely serving women and TGl individuals experiencing homelessness. A recent needs
assessment found that 70% of women experiencing homelessness are unaccompanied,
and DWC has stepped in to support this population. DWC is responding to rising
homelessness among women (23,000 in 2024, a 4% increase) and a projected
significant increase in older unhoused women.

Although from 2022 to 2024 Skid Row saw a 40% decrease in women’s
homelessness—attributed to DWC’s “Every Woman Housed” initiative—DWC is
preparing for a potential $9 million loss due to proposed federal cuts, including a
possible 45% reduction in Section 8 funding. The organization expressed concern about
LAHSA's upcoming termination of access center contracts and is seeking six months of
bridge funding to continue those programs. DWC continues to operate housing,
aging-in-place, workforce development, and advocacy programs.

Commissioners showed interest in site visits and upcoming DWC events, and requested
source documents on statistics, and information on the DWC’s non-financial coalition
partners. The Commissioners said they would like to have a future meeting at one of the
DWC’s locations.

c. The staff report on the upcoming CEDAW Rising training was postponed to the next
meeting (June 27) due to a lack of time.

DEPARTMENT REPORT
GM Capri Maddox Capri gave the department update, informing the Commissioners about the
latest community engagement initiatives, including :

e Peer Health Advocate Leadership Conference

e LA Festival of Books

e 10th Annual Day of Religious Pluralism

e Medical Day

TGI2+ Housing Resource Fair (save the date)

GM Maddox urged the Commissioners to attend these events, noting that it would be
advantageous for them to hone talking points about the department initiatives, as well about the



Commission and its activities. She informed the Commissioners that budget cuts, among other
cutbacks, are reducing LACR staff from 41 to 26, and noted that the LA Civil Rights Department
website is now open for donations, with department merchandise available to those who donate.

6. AD HOC UPDATES
The ad hoc updates were postponed to the next meeting due to lack of time.

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS

e AGM Luna asked the Commissioners to schedule a special meeting, as it was
determined that the July 18th regular meeting was not feasible for most. The
Commissioners determined that June 27th would work as a special meeting date.

e AGM Luna announced that staff have been brainstorming a new initiative, a CSW-led
Women’s Symposia Series in partnership with local colleges. The first convening would
be on Women’s Safety.

e AGM Luna called for a motion to create the Ad Hoc Committee on Women'’s Safety. The
vote proceeded as follows:

Moved: Estrada

Seconded: Gray

Ayes: Grace, Rose, Danielian, Bernard-Gibson
Nays:

Abstain:

Absent: Yeom

Vote: 6-0

The vote passed and the motion was approved. Commissioner Estrada has agreed to be
the Chair for this Ad Hoc Committee.

8. ADJOURNMENT
Seeing no further business before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 12:19 p.m.

NOTICE TO PAID REPRESENTATIVES: If you are compensated to monitor, attend, or speak at this
meeting, City law may require you to register as a lobbyist and report your activity. See Los Angeles
Municipal Code 48.01 et seq. More information is available at ethics.lacity.org/lobbying. For
assistance, please contact the Ethics Commission at (213) 978-1960 or
ethics.commission@lacity.org.
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