


WHO WE ARE 



Who, What, Why…
Downtown Women's Action Coalition (DWAC)

DWAC is a community-led collective of women in and from Skid Row working to build power, 
advance healing, and fight for justice. We exist because women have too often been 

overlooked in policies, services, and decisions that profoundly affect our lives.

DWAC creates spaces where women can organize, heal, and lead. Our work includes:

● Building women's leadership through organizing, advocacy, and creative expression
● Leading community-driven research, including the Women's Needs Assessment
● Facilitating healing circles and wellness retreats that support collective healing and 

restoration
● Advocating for dignified, permanent affordable housing, health equity, safety, keeping 

families together and policies that reflect women's lived experiences
● Centering women's voices in public decision-making so that solutions are developed with 

women, not for them
● Beautifying our community and creating safe spaces for women and gender-expansive people



Demographics



Demographics
For nearly half of women who participated in this Assessment, 
homelessness did not begin in Skid Row.

● 45% of Women surveyed experienced homelessness as a child

Of 143 women survey

● 43% of women aged 30-49 reported actively houseless, living in 
vehicles or unstable conditions

● 35% of women aged 50+ were currently houseless

Transgender Women and Gender Expansive people 

● 72% were struggling with chronic homelessness



Generational Trauma and Structurally Produced 
Childhood Adversity

● 52% of women surveyed 
shared they lived with 
someone with a mental 
health conditions

● 58% revealed that during 
their first 18 years of life 
the behavior of their parent, 
caregivers, or other 
household adults could be 
described as emotionally  
and physically abusive and 
at time threatening to the 
point of fear.



Engineered Uncertainty

● Interviewed women spoke of 
a process of destabilization 
occurring immediately before 
experiencing houselessness 
or entering the community of 
Skid Row, this cycle of 
confusion however  were 
regularly described as 
external forces.



HOUSING 



Housing Industrial Complex



Homeless Industrial Complex
“Imagine being lost at sea and the paddle that they’re leading you to land with is an illusion”

➢ Permanent housing 
takes up to two years 
or more to achieve, 
while some never get 
permanently housed 
and end up stuck in a 
vortex of tent, shelter, 
interim housing, or 
back on the streets.

Contrary to what people believe about Skid 
Row, there are various forms of housing.

❖ 75% of women (30-49) has lived in a hotel
❖ 69% women(50+) has lived in a shelter
❖ 80% of women(18-29) has lived in a tent
❖ 52% women(50+) has lived in a vehicle

What is the homeless industrial complex?



Women call it an endless cycle of 

instability:

➢ Waiting period to secure shelter 

placement 

➢ While in shelters

➢ Food insecurity

Homeless Industrial Complex



CRIMINALIZATION 



Criminalization of Women
Skid Row is a hyper policed community. Women who live here 
often speak about the harassment they face from police, sexual 
assaults and lack of protection.  How would you like it if police 
invaded your homes on a weekly basis, criminalized you for the 
way you live, and harass you?

WELL, THIS IS WHAT HAPPENS TO HOUSELESS WOMEN IN SKID 
ROW ON A DAILY BASIS THROUGH SWEEPS OR WHAT YOU CALL 
“OPERATION HEALTHY STREETS.” ALSO, WOMEN WHO ARE 
SIMPLY TRYING TO SURVIVE DAY TO DAY ARE CRIMINALIZED 
EVERYDAY THROUGH CONSENSUAL SEX WORK, WHICH IS THE 
OPPOSITE OF SEX TRAFFICKING. SO, THE NEXT FEW SLIDES WILL 
SHOW REAL DATA AND QUOTES FROM WOMEN LIVING IN SKID 
ROW ON HOW OVER-POLICING AFFECTS OUR COMMUNITY. 



Criminalization of Women
LAPD Reporting Division 0153 is the area between 
7th to 5th street, and Hill to Spring Street. 

● The highest number of arrests of women in 
Skid Row between 01/01/2020 to 
12/31/2024 took place in this small area. 

Of these arrests: 
● 128 of 242 (52%) arrests were of Black 

women 
● 69 of 242 (29%) arrests were of Hispanic 

women
● 63 of 242 (26%) arrests did not have 

information on cause 
● 33 of 179 (18.4%) arrests that gave reason 

for the arrest stated it was for “miscellaneous 
or other violations” 



Criminalization of Women

The next 4 highest areas of arrest are 
LAPD Reporting Divisions 0156, 0157, 
0158, and 0166, which form a larger area 
consisting of 7th street to 5th street and S 
Alameda St to Wall Street. 

Of these arrests: 

● 362 of 529 (68%) arrests were of 
Black women

● 98 of 529 (19%) arrests were of 
Hispanic women 

● 37 of 529 arrests did not have 
information on cause 

● 51 of 492 (10.4%)arrests that gave 
reason for the arrest stated it was for 
41.18 violations 



Criminalization of Women

“I hate the Sanitation Department... What they [unhoused 
person] have is all they have, and when it's street 
leaning…they take your whole tent because you didn't put it 
behind the line like you could have moved it.. The police 
have come over and let them just take all of their stuff and 
dump it in the dump truck. I think that is just so rude…like 
they have no feelings for it…when they come and just dump 
your whole stuff in the trash, that's what's harmful. I cannot 
stand them more than the police. The police well, there are 
some good ones and some bad ones but sanitation all of 
them are a-holes, yeah.”



Criminalization of  Women 

“...Forget it with rape kits and all of that stuff. It's just 
like a complete waste of time, because they're never 
gonna get to test it, anyway... especially women in Skid 
Row...our people get murdered in housing. And we've 
seen this happen multiple times where women get 
murdered in housing. And it's okay because they're sex 
workers. You know, sex worker bodies don't count as 
actual human beings. And there's this perspective from 
providers to the entire system, to the street that use, 
especially sex worker bodies as completely disposable, 
and need to not respond to rapes of sex workers in any 
way compared to how we've ever been structured”



SEPARATION OF 
FAMILIES 



FAMILY SEPARATION 

We reject family separation as a response to poverty and homelessness. The 
family policing system is inherently unfair - race, culture, poverty, housing 
instability, untreated trauma, inadequate access to care - are factors that 
are interpreted as evidence that deem parents unfit.  7 out of 10 (68.5%) of 
women surveyed in Skid Row have children!

● Black mothers and women in Skid Row are disproportionately impacted
● Poverty and housing instability are too often treated as parental failure
● Mothers are expected to prove stability without access to stable housing 

or support
● Keeping families together begins with housing, economic security, and 

community support - not family separation



HEALTH 



Social Determinants of Health 
The conditions in which people live determine their quality of life. Social 
Determinants of Health (SDOH) are the non-medical conditions in which 
people are born, grow, live, work, and age. The UN and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) define these as:

Economic stability, education access, stable housing, social inclusion / 
equality, healthcare access, environment (clean water/air, reliable 
transportation) 
 
For women in Skid Row, these determinants are systematically absent. 
Safe and stable housing, economic security, access to education and 
employment, freedom from violence and discrimination, healthy built 
environments, and timely, gender-responsive healthcare remain out of 
reach for many. The result is not simply poor health, but preventable 
illness, trauma, and premature death driven by structural inequity.



Social Determinants of Health 
➢ Women report harsh living environment: few or poorly 

serviced restrooms; hazardous materials dumped near 
their living spaces; lack of green spaces; barriers to 
housing, employment and healthcare.

➢ Women in precarious environments tend to have 
higher levels of chronic health conditions.

➢      For example: 46% of women living in emergency 
shelters has high blood pressure.

➢ 55% of women described health as fair to poor:
○ 45% of women were 50+
○ 49% are black
○ 74% identified as disabled
○ 47% are currently houseless.

➢ Nearly half (48%) of trans and gender expansive 
participants were in poor health and 66.6% were 
disabled

➢ 96.2% of trans and gender expansive participants 
experience discrimination from clinians.



Social Determinants of Health 



Social Determinants of Health  

Food insecurity is a daily reality for women in Skid 
Row. In the past 12 months:

71% survived on only a limited variety of foods.
68% skipped meals because they lacked enough 
food.
66% ate less than they needed.



Social Determinants of Health 

Women in Skid Row are routinely denied the basic 
conditions required for good health:

● Safe, clean, and accessible restrooms.
● Showers, hygiene facilities, and menstrual products.
● Clean drinking water and sanitation.
● Safe places to rest, recover, and care for themselves.

When these basic needs are absent, poor health is a 
predictable outcome



Women Choose to Stay in Skid Row…





RECOMMENDATIONS 



1. HOUSING IS THE INTERVENTION — DELIVER IT NOW

2. STOP PUNISHING MOTHERS — HOUSE FAMILIES TOGETHER

3. END CRIMINALIZATION — FUND HOUSING, NOT POLICING

4. BUILD A WOMEN’S HEALTH HUB IN SKID ROW

5. PROTECT OLDER WOMEN — END SYSTEMIC ELDER ABUSE

6. ENFORCE TRANS & GENDER-EXPANSIVE SAFETY

7. DECRIMINALIZE SURVIVAL — SUPPORT REAL ECONOMIC STABILITY

8. CREATE REAL PATHWAYS TO EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION

9. ENFORCE SHELTER ACCOUNTABILITY OR DEFUND

10. BUILD BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE FOR HUMAN SURVIVAL    

DWAC 10 CORE DEMANDS 


