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COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
October 9, 2025
Meeting Minutes

1. CALL TO ORDER:
Commission Chair Abigail Zelenski called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m. with
Commissioners Hoang Nguyen, Diane Robertson, and Helenann Hirsch in attendance.

Commissioners Kandee Lewis, Marissa Montes, and Lacy Wright were absent. Commissioner
Lewis arrived at 2:08.

Also in attendance were Capri Maddox, General Manager; Claudia Luna, Assistant General
Manager; Joumana Silyan-Saba, Director of Civic Engagement and Human Rights; Heather
Aubrey, Assistant City Attorney; and LACR staff Nicole Bryant, Liliana Villa, Chloe Coventry,
Carla Ibarra and Lilian Calderon.

A quorum was established and the meeting proceeded.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:
There were no speakers to address the Commission.

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:
The Commission reviewed the minutes of the August, 2024 Regular Commission meeting.
Commissioner Robertson made a motion to approve the minutes. Commissioner Hirsch
seconded the motion and the vote proceeded as follows:

Moved: Robertson

Seconded: Hirsch

Ayes: Robertson, Hirsch, Zelensky, Nguyen
Absent: Lewis, Montes and Wright

Vote: 4-0

The motion passed.

4. PRESENTATIONS:

a. Ms. Cynthia M. Ruiz spoke about Latino Heritage Month, highlighting L.A.’s Mexican roots,
its 48% Latino population, and their $4.1 trillion economic impact in the U.S. in 2023. She
celebrated Latino accomplishments while also addressing challenges, including the mental
health effects of ICE raids. She praised the L.A. Civil Rights Department’s "Know Your



Rights" campaign and called for more community listening sessions.

b. Ms. Kimmy Maniquis, Executive Director of Search to Involve Pilipino Americans (SIPA),
spoke on Filipino American Heritage Month, noting L.A.’s large Filipino population—the
second-largest outside the Philippines. SIPA supports the community through cultural
programs, leadership development, mental health services, and affordable housing, while
also responding to the impact of recent ICE raids.

5. DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

a. Capri Maddox, General Manager of LACR, gave a brief department update, noting City
budget cuts that put four positions at risk, with three already eliminated or vacated. She
highlighted recent activities, including the L.A. Repair participatory budgeting and the
Commission on the Status of Women’s Menopause Roundtable. She also announced that
Joumana Silyan-Saba will speak at the Southern California Mediation Association’s
October 2025 conference on post-crisis mediation following the SoCal fires. L.A. Law Day
is set for October 25th.

b. Joumana Silyan-Saba, Director of Civic Engagement and Human Rights provided an
update on the Civil Rights Enforcement team’s ongoing work. Ms. Silyan-Saba discussed
recent staffing changes within the CCR's support team and presented civil rights
enforcement statistics. Over the past two months, her team delivered fourteen
presentations to various council offices and media outlets. Currently, there are 135
complaints and 38 active investigations, with 8 subpoenas served. They have issued two
violation notices and are preparing for their first administrative hearing. Outreach efforts
dedicated to prevention and education are ongoing.

6. AD HOC UPDATES
a. The Administrative Rules Ad Hoc subcommittee is continuing to refine and clarify the
Commission administrative rules.

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Commissioner Lewis spoke on domestic violence month, sharing information about the
different forms of violence, the long-lasting effects of that violence, and highlighting the ways
in which domestic violence survivors can be supported.

8. ADJOURNMENT:
Seeing no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at
3:35 p.m.



