ICE, the 2~ Amendment, And How We Fight Back with the First.
by Enrique de la Cruz

I have never been a fan of America's fixation on gun rights. But the recent murder of a protester
in Minnesota Alex Pretti, by Trump's gestapo/storm troopers, makes me appreciate what the
2nd amendment guarantees: the right to own arms and even carry them in public (with the
appropriate permit) without being presumed to be a criminal, or having criminal intent.

The shooting/murder of Alex Pretti who was exercising his first amendment rights,
documenting ICE aggression is an egregious outrage. The videos show him being held on the
ground by agents and no longer a threat before he was shot. The efforts to picture Pretti as a
danger to ICE agents by displaying the firearm he was legally allowed to carry is a
disingenuous affront against the 2nd amendment right guaranteed to every American.

Alex Pretti was shot dead for engaging in peaceful protest and taking pictures with his phone.
Secretary Kristi Noem and ICE disingeniuosly asserted that Pretti had criminal intent by
exhibiting the gun that Pretti owned after he had been shot dead. But that is not what the

videos reveal.

Just like Rodney King's beating, George Floyd's strangulation. And now the shooting-murder
of Alex Pretti, not to mention the point blank shooting-murder of Renee Good days earlier, the
videos indicate that these are instances of the use of excessive force. Trumps storm troopers,
disguised as immigration enforcement agents have now been involved in shootings that have
resulted in injuries and death. They seem to be particularly prone to use firearms against
civilians, especially those exercising their |+ amendment rights of free speech.

How do we stand up against this American dictator, who commands the world's largest military
and whose immigration enforcement agents function as de facto nazi storm troopers, raiding
minority neighborhoods and shooting citizens exercising their first amendment rights?

One might consider “bearing arms” as suggested by a reading of the second amendment. But
bearing arms against an authoritarian president who commands the world’s largest military is
clearly foolish and quixotic. So how do we push against this American dictator?

Robert Reich, former secretary of labor under President Bill Clinton suggests a general strike:

“Across America and the world, people are realizing it’s not possible to appease America’s
dictator. The only way to deal with him is to stand up to him — and the only way to stand up to
him is by joining together against him. It's time for a massive general strike.”

We cannot bear arms against a dictator protected by the world's largest military, but we can
organize under our first amendment right of free speech towards a general strike, a massive
general strike. This will take commitment and great effort to build community-wide, city-wide,
and state-wide participation.  We can start by educating our communities of the need to stand
up to protect our rights, and our democracy. And to be ready to join this resistance against
America's dictator and to join a general strike, when the call is made.
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