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Los Angeles City Commission on the Status of Women

Fifty years ago, under the inspired leadership of Mayor Tom Bradley and the City Council, the
City of Los Angeles established the groundbreaking Commission on the Status of Women, a
precedent-setting body tasked with “ensuring to all women the opportunity for full and equal
participation in the affairs of City government and to promote the general welfare of women in
the community.”

From the beginning the Commission has been a driving force for change, championing the rights
of women and women'’s rights and amplifying women’s voices. Over the decades it has made
important achievements in support of the rights and issues concerning women, girls and
gender diverse people in our City: from promoting parity in governance and decision making to
working toward gender equity in City policies and services. Today the work of the Commission is
needed more than ever.

In 2021, the Commission on the Status of Women found a new and fitting home under the
newly established Los Angeles City Civil, Human Rights, and Equity Department. With this
transition came an updated mandate: to continue to ensure women and girls have the
opportunity for equal participation in City government and to promote “the general welfare and
human rights of all women and girls in the greater community through policy, advocacy, and
education.”

Today Los Angeles stands at a remarkable moment in its history, led by Mayor Karen Bass, the
City’s first woman— and first woman of color— Mayor. For the first time women comprise the
majority of the City Council. With such hard-won representation, the opportunities to achieve
gender equity have never been greater.

The Commissioners remain steadfast in their mission to advance the health, safety, and
economic empowerment of women and girls; to guarantee that women and girls are
represented in and by City government; and to elevate women’s issues in the public sphere.

As the Commissioners of the Los Angeles City Commission on the Status of Women
commemorate this 50" Anniversary, we do so with a renewed commitment to serve the women
and girls of our City by listening to their voices and ensuring that their concerns, needs, and
rights are included in every policy and decision that shape our shared future.
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