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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
Regular Meeting Minutes
October 22, 2025
12:00 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER
Commission Vice President Candice Cho called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m.
Commissioners Reed, Reynoso, Russell, Roman-Taylorson, and Thatch were present at the roll
call.

Commissioner Solis arrived at 12:30 p.m.
Commissioners Arreola, De la Cruz, Grant, and Morgan-Greene were absent.

Also in attendance were Capri Maddox, General Manager, LA Civil Rights Department; Claudia
Luna, Assistant General Manager; Heather Aubry, Assistant City Attorney; Mayra Medel,
Executive Officer; Scott Lee, Legislative Affairs; Carla Ibarra, LGBTQIA+ Liaison; Liliana Villa,
Human Relations Advocate; and Mina Anochie, Lead Policy Fellow.

A quorum was established and the meeting proceeded.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT
The public comment period was opened, and no speakers came forward, so it was closed.
Shortly thereafter, the period was reopened after a member of the public reported difficulty
locating the John Lewis Conference Center. The speaker provided comments related to a
housing complaint and concerns about their civil rights, addressing agenda items 4 and 6, and
also submitted a written copy of their complaint to the Vice President.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Although a quorum was present, two of the six commissioners had not yet been confirmed by
the City Council at the time of the previous meeting. Based on the City Attorney’s advice that
only commissioners who were officially confirmed during the prior meeting should vote to
approve those minutes, this item was tabled until the next meeting.



4. DEPARTMENT UPDATE

General Manager, Capri Maddox, shared updates on the department’s work, beginning with L.A.
Repair, which supports traditionally disenfranchised neighborhoods through grants to
community-based organizations. She highlighted the department’s success with past events,
including the Latino Voices at City Hall virtual event, the CSW and CHANGE Menopause
Roundtable, LA for All Week, Know Your Rights at CSULA, and Tom LaBonge Day of Service.
She informed the Commission of upcoming events such as L.A. Law Day, and HRC’s Watts
Uprising 60th Commemorative.

5. PRESENTATIONS

In celebration of Filipino American History Month, Melany De la Cruz, Deputy Director of UCLA’s
Asian American Studies Center, gave a presentation titled “Resistance, Solidarity and Holding
the Line.” She explained that the first Filipinos arrived in the United States in October, which is
why Filipino American History Month is celebrated in October. De la Cruz spoke about the
effects of the current federal administration’s immigration enforcement on Asians. Due to newly
collected data, it has yet to be disaggregated, but there’s an estimate of about 300,000
undocumented Filipinos in the United States.

6. TAC UPDATES

Carla Ibarra, LA City Civil Rights’ LGBTQIA+ Liaison, provided an update on the Transgender
Advisory Council's activities. A City Council motion has been approved to evaluate the impact of
funding cuts and ongoing attacks on transgender constituents. LACR will lead the research, in
collaboration with the City Legislative Analyst and the Department of Disability. This assessment
will lead to an action plan for the City Council to support this population. Ms. Ibarra also
announced the upcoming Trans Day of Remembrance (TDoR) event, scheduled for November
19, 2025, at the City Hall forecourt. This event will be held in partnership with Council Districts
11 & 14 and various LGBTQIA+ community organizations. Additionally, she extended an
invitation to the Filipino History Month lighting ceremony, which she will be hosting.

7. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

a. (i) The Commission, led by Commissioner Cho, discussed the upcoming immigration listening
session. It will be put on pause while the Mayor’s Office begins a new initiative in support of the
latest congressional effort to curtail the ICE injustices.

(i) Commissioner Cho discussed efforts to foster collaboration between various Commissions.
Specifically, they reached out to the Commission on Civil Rights (CCR) and the Commission on
the Status of Women (CSW) to explore ways to increase awareness of the department's Civil
Rights enforcement initiatives.

b. Commissioner Cho provided information about other Commissioner activities, including a
convening held by the Mayor’s Office to encourage Commissioner involvement in City Charter
Reform. During this convening, there was also an introduction to the Office of Major Events, led
by former City Council President Paul Krekorian, who is now the Executive Director. In this role,
Krekorian oversees the city's preparations for major events such as the 2028 Olympic and
Paralympic Games and the 2026 FIFA World Cup.
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10.

AD HOC UPDATES

The flyer for the upcoming Watts event was shared with the Commission, along with other event
details, including the event layout. Commissioners were encouraged to share the event with
their networks to expand outreach. Commissioners were also advised to keep Commissioner
attendance below a quorum to avoid breaking the Brown Act.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Commissioner Cho reminded Commissioners that the regular November and December
meetings are canceled due to the proximity to the holidays. The next meeting will be a special
meeting held on December 2, 2025. Commissioner Maria Roman-Taylorson invited
Commissioners to the TransLatin@ Coalition’s gala and fundraiser on Saturday, November 15,
2025.

ADJOURNMENT
Seeing no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 1:41
pm.
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