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About NALEO Educational Fund

Regional offices in California, Texas, Florida, North Carolina, 

Washington D.C. and New York.

Established in 1981, NALEO Educational Fund is the nation’s leading 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization that facilitates full Latino participation 
in the American political process, from citizenship to public service.
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Who we are and what we do



NALEO Educational Fund achieves its mission through 

THREE MAJOR STRATEGIES

Policy Research 
& Advocacy

Constituency 
Services

Civic 
Engagement
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3 different departments that help us lead our work-
Within CE Dept, our 3 pillars of work: Elections, Census/Redistricting and Naturalization.




Defiende la 
Verdad

Census Ve y Vota

Civic Engagement Department

Naturalization



Latino Voter Potential & Impact: 
Current voting potential, impact, and 
projections



Current Landscape for Latino Participation
Midterm Congressional Elections

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Apart from general elections and by-elections, midterm election refers to a type of election where the people can elect their representatives and other subnational officeholders in the middle of the term of the executive. 



Election 2022 
State Projections
Latinos Share of 
All Voters and 
Turnout 
of Latino 
Registered Voters

PROJECTED LATINO
SHARE OF VOTERS

PROJECTED TURNOUT 
OF 

LATINO REGISTERED 
VOTERS

ARIZONA 22.8% 69.5%
CALIFORNIA 25.3% 71.2%
COLORADO 10.9% 77.2%
FLORIDA 18.1% 74.5%
ILLINOIS 7.9% 63.0%
NEVADA 16.6% 66.2%
NEW JERSEY 15.6% 73.3%
NEW MEXICO 30.4% 68.3%
NEW YORK 12.1% 68.6%
NORTH 
CAROLINA 2.4% 73.4%

TEXAS 21.2% 63.1%
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Why should we care about these number?

Large growth of latinos, and still a gap of latino voters. 

25 % of Share of voters will be Latinos
1 in 4 registered voters will be Latinos





University of La Verne
September 22, 2021

California State Projection
Latinos Share of All Voters and Turnout 

of Latino Registered Voters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What percentage of California's population is Latino?
39%
Hispanic population in California14,991,0001
Hispanics as percent of state population39%




LA County Latino Voter Turnout

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Latino voter turnout in Los Angeles County midterm elections increased from 477,076 in 2002 to 633,018 in 2014, increasing 33 percent over four midterm election cycles. Between 2014 and 2018, there was dramatic growth in the number of Latino voters from 633,018 to 1,185,433 – an increase of 87 percent. 



2022 LA Latino Voter Profile
● Los Angeles County Latino Voters  
At least 1.2 million Latinos will cast ballots in 2022, an 87.9 
percent increase in the number of Latino voters from 2014. 
More than one of every three Los Angeles County registered 
voters (38 percent) are Latino. 
● Los Angeles City Latino Voters 
More than one of every three Los Angeles City registered 

voters (35 percent) are Latino. 
● Los Angeles County Redistricting  
Before the Los Angeles County Citizens Redistricting 
Commission (CRC) redistricting, only one of the Board of 
Supervisor districts (SD 1) was a Latino opportunity district 
(one with a majority Latino citizen voting-age population).  
Following the redistricting, the map adopted by the CRC in 
2021 created a second Latino opportunity district (SD 4). 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey (CPS), Voting and Registration in the 
Elections of November: 2000-2016.
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Presentation Notes
Here is what this chart says: Latinos: large young registered voters, Non-Latinos, large older registered voters.

Even though we have a large young registered voters, we want to have active registered voters.




Critical Need for 
Sustained 
Investment in Latino 
Voter Mobilization
The eligible Latino electorate will continue to grow.

Increase in Latino voter turnout must keep pace with this 
growth for continued Latino political progress.

Candidates and both political parties must invest 
significant resources in sustained mobilization of eligible 
Latino voters.



Latino Voter Research: 
Challenges and Issues 



Voting challenges amongst 
Latinos

(Mis) Information/Distrust

Research suggests that there exists concerns about the 
trust-worthiness of election systems. Misinformation 
may affect their willingness to vote.
Voting Options

While many jurisdictions are making vote-by-mail (VBM) 
more accessible, research shows Latinos tend to have 
lower VBM usage than the overall population.
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As we mentioned, fair representation is contingent on participation by Latinos. 

Here are some barriers that contribute to the voting challenges among Latinos. 

Polling by research firm Latino Decisions suggests that Latino voter enthusiasm has declined since the onset of the pandemic





Disinformation
Information that is false and deliberately created to 
harm
(e.g., an influencer pushing false claims that voter 
fraud shifted an election).

M isinformation
Information that is false, but not related to cause 
harm
(e.g., unintentionally giving voter incorrect 
information about their rules of voter ID).

Mal-information
Information that is based on reality but distorted to 
inflict harm
(e.g., sharing many individual examples of voter 
fraud to give the impression this is a common 
occurrence a paired with photo implying all examples 
apply to one election).
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Share some examples-



Latino Voter 
Engagement
Latinos often fail to know their voting rights.

Latinos often fail to know where their voting center is, 
what the hours are, where to register, and/or that they 
are legally able to take 4 hours paid time off to vote.

Latinos are not informed or invited to participate in the 
electoral process. This contributes to the suppression of 
the Latino vote.
If all political parties provided information and invited 
Latinos to engage, there would be more Latino 
participation.
Information + Invitation = Participation
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Polling place and voting centers term will be used  interchangeably 

Latinos still face obstacles to accessing voter information and often call to ask seemingly basic questions

Various challenges and minimal resources allocated to education and outreach for our communities

All parties need to engage Latinos because we are not a monolith.









Language 
Accessibility

• Limited outreach to Spanish-
speaking Latinos about 
language access

• Providing website links does 
not work with all Latinos

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All elections are administered by county election staff. 
Request application by mail call the CA Voter Hotline at 
(800) 345-VOTE (8683).
Check your registration status. For those who have recently moved, you must register again and update your personal information. 



Voting 
by mail

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When your vote-by-mail ballot is received by your county elections official, your signature on the return envelope will be compared to the signature(s) in your voter registration record. To preserve the secrecy of your ballot, the ballot will then be separated from the return envelope, and then it will be tallied.
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USC Center for Inclusive Democracy Study
When your vote-by-mail ballot is received by your county elections official, your signature on the return envelope will be compared to the signature(s) in your voter registration record. To preserve the secrecy of your ballot, the ballot will then be separated from the return envelope, and then it will be tallied.

Less than 1% ballots are rejected in CA.
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Check the deadlines to vote before election date. 
Check your ID/Drivers license for signature.  




City of Los 
Angeles 2022 
Latino Voter 
Poll



Los Angeles Latino Voter 
Snapshot Poll
Commissioned in the April 2022 designed to 
better understand the community’s priorities 
ahead of the June primary elections & to 
highlight those attitudes in the press and among 
stakeholders. 

The results of the poll were widely covered by 
the media and were shared with the campaigns 
of the candidates for Mayor of the City of Los 
Angeles. 

Presenter
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Share link to results



Top of Mind Issues
Latino voters view homelessness (38 
percent), inflation (34 percent), and 
crime (28 percent) as the top three 
most pressing issues currently facing 
Los Angeles residents.

Similarly, Latino voters identified 
homelessness (40 percent), 
inflation (34 percent), and jobs and 
the lack of affordable housing (27 
percent) as the top three issues they 
would like the next city of LA mayor to 
address.



Ve y Vota LA
Community 
Forums

The forums will be an opportunity to 
gain qualitative data and additional 
insights into how community members 
generally view life in the city, the kinds 
of public policy solutions they prefer 
and how they interact with their local 
government and local politics. 

We want to amplify the voices and 
opinions of low propensity Latino voters 
in the public conversation about the 
future of the City of Los Angeles



Election Protection: 
Common problems, reporting and flagging issues



Common Election Day Problems

Information about 
identification requirements.

Voters who have moved or 
have changed names since 

registering, or whose 
registration is not found by 
poll workers and who are 

denied ballots.

Concern about voting 
machines, long lines, 

intimidating or 
discriminatory behavior, 
and other conditions at 

polling places.

Difficulties locating or 
securing transportation to 

polling places.
Questions about people 
with felony convictions.
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What are common issues in CA.
Specific agencies that work on these issues- LWV, Common cause, Lawyers committee
Language assistance



Voter Information 
Hotline

Non-partisan

Bilingual: English and Spanish

Trained Operators

Monday-Friday, 5AM-5PM PST, All year

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Open throughout the year. In order to participate we need to be healthy and we need to feel well. 
Lawyers committee for civil rights. 
Where do I vote?
Am I registered to vote?
They’re telling me to go to another polling place.
They’re saying I’m not on the voter rolls
Voters who moved
I never received my absentee ballot. 
They’re asking me for my driver’s license but I don’t have it with me.
My mom asked me to come with her to translate the ballot, but they won’t let me in.
I requested an absentee ballot but want to vote in person on Election Day.





NALEO Educational Fund
Register to vote/resources

https://naleo.org/

Voter's Edge California
Provides a detailed voter guide

https://votersedge.org/ca

Find your representative
Find all the federal, state, county and

local officials who represent you in 
government

https://myreps.datamade.us

National Voter Registration Day
Nonpartisan civic holiday celebrating our 

democracy. 
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/

CA Secretary of State
Official “Voter Information Guide” with 
detailed analyses and more information

https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/

RESOURCES

Presenter
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What are these resources?



https://naleo.org/
https://myreps.datamade.us/
https://nationalvoterregistrationday.org/
https://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/


Questions



Thank You!
Quintilia Ávila, MPA
California Director of Civic Engagement
qavila@naleo.org

Twitter:@NALEO
IG: @naleoedfund
Facebook: NALEO Educational Fund
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